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hietaways

anilla, caramel, oak and nut aromas waft from the sparkling gl

LE Wrist swirls the amber liquid inside. When tipped past lips, layers of sweet and

spleR flavors slide across the palate. Pleasant notes linger, gaining momentum

beftife softly fading into a fond memory. Each sip of bourbon awakens the senses

andllinvites new discoveries. So, too, does each

¢ spent touring Kentucky
Bourbon Country

With eight famed distilleries dotting the picturesque countryside plus nine cele
brated bars energizing downtown Lowsville, Kentucky Bourbon Country is an idea
getaway destination for now

ces ag well as connois

gre tradition and

innovation mingle to create a distinctly American taste an

From Field to Bottle

Designated by Congress as the official native spirit of the United States

bourbien is a type of whiskeay. And since more than 95 percent of the world's bour

bon is made in KH":lIIIIZ'ﬁ'_I.-'. “bourbon is VEry much a part of who we a e

Mozenter, tour guide at Buffalo Trace distillery. It's no mere coincidence this region

The bourbon frail stretches for roughly 70 miles, from
Lexington to Louisville and down to Bardstown, passing
through spectacular horse country. Kentucky distileries are
clustered together, making it convenient to visit several dur-
ing one trip. (Oppaosite) When filled, each barrel weighs
about 525 pounds. (Above] Grounds and guest house at
the Buffalo Trace Distillery. (Lefl) Inside the barre! ware-
house at Buffalo Trace.
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Four Roses Distillery
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attracts distillers. "It's because of our lime
stone,” says Steve Binegar, tour guide at
Woodford Reserve. “The water here has no
iron and that makes all the difference”

The fact that Kentucky distilleries are
clustered together facilitates visiting several
during one trip. The route stretches for
roughly 70 miles, from Lexington to
Lovisville and down 1o Bardstown. (Since
the distance from Augusta to Lexington is
approximately 530 miles, we recommend
allowing at least four days for a Bourbon
Country road trip. The route passes through
the spectacular horse country, so don't for-
get a cameral)

Eight distilleries currently welcome vis-
itors: Buffalo Trace, the nation’s oldest con-
tinuously operating distillery; Four Roses,
listed on the Mational Register of Historic
Places; Heaven Hill, the largest independ
ent. family-owned bourbon producer; Jim
Beam, the world's largest bourbon distiller;
Maker's Mark, the nation's oldest working
distillery on its original site and a National
Historic Landmark; Tom Moore, founded in
1879 and home of the world's largest bour-
ben barrel; Wild Turkey, founded in 1855;
and Woodford Reserve, Kentucky's oldest
and smallest distilery, a National Landmark
and maker of the “Official Bourbon of the
Kentucky Derby” Most distileries partici-
pate in the “Bourbon Trail,” which encour
ages visitors to collect stamps ina free pass
port that can be redeemed for a free T-shirt

Although bourboen recipes are closely
guarded secrels, lours and exhibils at each
distillery demonstrate how field grains are
transformed and bottled as bourbon. “Wine
has good and had seasons,” says Jimmy
Russel, master distiler of Wild Turkey.
Bourbon is less finicky: “We strive to be
congistent” While bourbon is made much
as it was 200 years ago, subtle differences
among distillers’ production processes yield
distinct flavor profiles. Allow at least an hour
for each tour, which will typically conclude
with an opportunity to sip small samples.

By law bourbon must be at least 51
percent corn, stored in new charred
American white oak barrels for al least two
years and have no additives other than pure
water, Within these boundanes, producers
achieve unique tastes by manipulating vari

FREE GIFT

WITH PURCHASE

PROTECT & PERFECT WITH THESE
TRIAL-SIZED SUMMER STAPLES:

MERLE MORMAN Dual Spactrum®
LUXIVA® Aqua Balance Makeup
Oil Blotters

LLXIVA® Flawless Effect Oil Control
Prassad Powder

Mational Hills Shopping Center
2701 Washington Rd
Suite 19
Augusta, GA
(706) 736-6611

North Augusta Plaza
344 East Martintown Rd
North Augusta, SC
(803) 279-4384
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WWW HERLTNORHAN COM

=l wrily B

Marla M

r more LUEXIVA® products. Offer vakd while supplies last & parlcipaling
HMay §, 2070, Lam [

Crommeric Siudios kave heen independesaly sovaad and apsrated since 1531

University Health Care

Golumbia County

- oa@aTIER

73 MAY 2010




If You Go:

Where:

Bourbon Country Distilleries

Bufialo Trace: 502-636-5026;
buffalotrace.com

Four Roses: 502-839-3426; fourroses. us
Heaven Hill: 502-337-1000,
bourbonhertagecentencom

Jim Beam: 502-543-9677; jimbeam.com
Maker's Mark: 270-865-2881;
makersmark.com

Tom Moora: 502-248-3774; 1792bourbon. com
Wild Turkey: 502-839-4544;
wildiurkeybaurban.cam

Woodford Reserve: B52-870-1812;
wootfordresere.com

The Bar at Blu: 502-527-5045; blugrilla.com
Baxter Station Bar & Grill: 502-584-1635;
baxterstation.cam ]
Bourbons Bistro: 502-894-8B38; hourhons-
bistro.com

The Brown Hotel Bar, 502-324- 1389 Do -
hutel com

Jockey Silks Bourhon Bar: 502-585-5200;
nalthouse.com

Maker’s Mark Bourbon House & Lounge:
502-568-9009; makerslounge.com

The Old Seelbach Bar; 502-585-3200; seel-
bachhiltan.cam

Proof on Main: 502-217-6360;
proofenmain.com

Z's Fusion: 502-855-8000; zsfusion.com

Cooperages

Brown-Forman Cooperage: Mint Julep Tnurs
502-583-1433; mintiuleptours.com

Kentucky Cooperage Tours: 270-692-4518;
independentstavecompany.com

Please call anead or check the Web site for

visitor details inchuding address, hours of opera-

tion, tour costs and reservation requirements.
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Accommodations:

21¢ Museum Hotel
TO0W. Main 5t Louisville
B2-217-6300
21chotel.com

Boutigue upscale hotel and confemporary
art museL

Beaumont Inn

638 Beaumant Inn Or., Harrodsburg
859-734-3381

beaumantinn.com

Keniticky's oldest family-operated
courntry B8 fnn

Beautiful Dreamer BB

440 E. Stephen Foster Ave., Bardstown
H02-348-4004

bdreamearbb.com

Modern construction styled 1o evake
the garly 16005

Rose Hill Inn BAB
233 Rose Hill Ave,, Versailles

859-873-5957
resehillinn.com

Built in 1823, this home served as a hospital
dring the Gl War and has been a
B&E for 20 years

ables such as the other grains (like malted
barley, rye, wheat and oats) selected for
their recipes, yeast strain, cooking tempera-
ture, distillation method. and storage cli-
mate. But one essential ingredient is more
elusive: “The one thing you cannot buy is
age.” says Greg Davis, master distiller at Tom
Moore. Per regulation, any age listed on a
bourbon label must represent the youngest
in the blend. A blend of spirts distilled in
1826, 1962, 1982 and 2002 would be an
eight-year bourbon. Rickhouses (or ware-
houses) storing filled barrels boast a mouth-
watering aroma and walking through is.
well, heavenly. Over time a percentage of
each barrel is lost to evaporation; it's
referred to as the “angel's share.”

Each tour provides unigue hands-on
expenences including opportunities to taste
fermenting mash, seal your own bottle,
hammer a bung intc a barrel, see pre-
Prohibition tools, pick up a bottle auto-
graphed by a master distiller, create your
own blend and learn how 1o taste bourbon
like an expert.

Urban Bourbon

In 1780 BEvan Williams sold his first
bourbon in Lovisville. Until the 1920s, as
many as 50 distilleries were located along a
stretch of Main Street that became known
as “Whiskey Row" At the nine bars that
today define Louisville’s “Urban Bourbon
Trail,” the challenge isn't whether to savor
bourbon straight up or mixed into creative
cocktails. 's which of the bourbons to
choose, since each establishment stocks at
least 50 and up to 150 different bourbon
labels. Ranging from historic hotel proper-
ties to hip trend-setting bars, the drinks
served along the Urban Bourbon Trail run
the gamut from retro mixes like the Old-
Fashioned and Manhattan to creative twists
on current sensations such as the
Cosmopolitan and Mojito. Fortunately,
trained staffers can help navigate the
nuances of diverse options from Jim Beam
to Woodford Reserve Master's Collection
Seasoned-Oak Finish, Maker's Mark to
Blanton's Single Barrel and more. Perhaps
sample a few different bourbons side-by-



side in a special fight. Or try & mint julep,
the official drink of the Kentucky Derby

Beyond the Bottle

Lodge at a family-owned bed and
breakfast or inn in Bourbon Country and
you'll get more than a comfy place to lay
your head. Odds are, you'll make a lasting
frigndship. In Louisville, there's arguably no
swankier place to tap into the city's vibran
cy than at the 21c Museum Holel, where
the artwork [(predominantly portraits) on
display was all created in the 275t Century.

Even if you (gaspl) lack an inlerest in
bourbon, the region has much 1o offer. This
is horse country, and industry attractions
include the Kentucky Horse Park and
Keeneland [a thoroughbred racing and
sales company]. Dozens of Civil War siles
and museums recognize the 453 military
acticns that took place in the state. Both
Abraham  Lincoln  and
President Jefferson Davis were born in
Kentucky, and they are memorialized with
historic sites and museums. The Kentucky
Artisan Center celebratez traditional and
modern artists. Federal Hill in Bardstown
inspired  stephen  Foster's  “My  Old
Kentucky Home,” and a musical is staged
during summer maonths. The Kentucky
Railway Museun records the days when
train tracks were super-highways. The
Mative American Museum presenves four
habilats used during different time periods

Bourbon Country's diverse offerings
range from quaint to edgy, historic to con
temporary, pasture to skyscraper, relaxed to
energetic — ensuring that an itinerary can
be customized to suit your mood. [

Confederate

Residential
and
Commercial

Frea
Estimates

Overhead Door Company of Augusta/Aiken
706-736-8478 = B03-642-7269

24 Hour
Marine
Assistance
Membership
Includes:

* Free towing
* Jump starts
* Fuel drops
 And More!

WWw.sedlow.coim '

We raise sunken boats!

|* BASSMASI[H

ELITE SERIES

Pride of Georgia
May 20-23
Clarks Hill Lake / Wildwood Park
Evans, GA

Join us for all the family fun at the
Outdoors Expo Saturday & Sunday at noon!
Weigh-in daily at 3:30
Gate entry fee 55.00 per car

For more information on Columbia County, visit:
www.columbiacountyga.gov
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